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William Lamson

Williamn Lamson is an artist whose work always evokes something unigue.
While he first gained prominence as a photographer, the 30-year-old artist
is now defying labels, mixing images, video and sculpture into work that is
striking and clever,

Hera, in a conversation with Corduroy's Summer Kemick, the artist reflects
aon the motivations behind his work and talks about humaor, pathos, and
opposing forces.

So, how did you get started?

Well, I've been taking photographs since my sophomore year in high school and throughout college. In those years | was interested
in photojournalists like Capa, Cartier-Bresson and company. But after college, when | started shooting in color, | realized | didn't

really want to be a photojournalist, | just wanted to make pictures. So for three years | worked on a project called Encounter, which
involved driving around America in search of subjects. This changed in graduate school after reading an essay by Edward Said called,
"Professionals and Amateurs.” In this essay he celebrates the freedom with which amateurs can follow their intarasts, in contrast to the
limitations that professionals set up around their area of expertise. When | read it, | felt like a professional who had been fenced in by
a type of photography that | had studied for years, rather than an artist who was free to do whatever he wants. So in response to this
essay, | built a 9-foot enlargement of a paper airplane and started photographing it at night, since | had been thinking a lot about how
both the history of photography and tha histary of flight were pioneered by amateurs. Anyway, this became a project called "Sublunar
and it opened my working process to include video and sculpture
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